
THE LUSITANIAN CHURCH, CATHOLIC^ 
APOSTOLIC, EVANGELICAL.

A S we have con tinued  to receive le tte rs  f ro m ' 
Bishops, A rchbishops, an d  o th er M em bers 
of th e  A nglican an d  Old C atho lic  Com

m unions, th a n k in g  us fo r th e  le tte rs  pub lished  in  
“ The G u ard ian  ” a n d  assu rin g  us of th e ir  sym 
p a th y  an d  read iness to  help  th e  L u s ita n ia n  
C h u rch ,a lso  ask ing  us fo r m ore in fo rm atio n , we 
believe i t  to  be ou r duty., a lth o u g h  difficult to  
find tim e, a f te r  a. silence of six m onths, to  
w rite  an o th e r  le tte r  to  “ The G u ard ian ,” 
th a n k in g  o u r  H eavenly F a th e r  for th e  bles
sings an d  m an y  m ercies He has g rac iously  
bestowed upon th is  l i t t le  b ra n c h  of th e  C atho
lic  C hurch.

The financia l an d  p o litica l s ta te  of P o rtu g a l 
is very  depressing  a n d  lam en tab le ; fo r  several 
y e a rs  no G overnm ent h as  rem ain ed  in  office 
m o re  th a n  a  few weeks, so t h a t  even w hen 
th e  m em bers a re  endued w ith  good in ten tio n s 
th ey  seldom  have tim e  to  do a n y th in g  m ore 
th a n  no m in a te  an  ever-increasing  a rm y  of 
G overnm ent em ployes.

The m a jo r ity  of th e  m em bers' of a ll  th e  la te  
G overnm ents a re  p rofessing  in fid e ls; m any  
scoff a t  re lig ion  an d  a ll se t th e  fash ion  of 
m ak ing  no re lig ious profession.

The R om an C atholic C hurch  h as been de
p rived  of a l l  h e r  revenues an d  privileges, an d  
a ll re lig ious Com m unions lab o u r u n d e r con
siderab le  difficulties, y e t  these difficulties, like 
p ersecu tion  g enera lly , hav e  p roduced a  p a ll ia 
tiv e ; m an y  of th e  clergy  a re  now7 m ore active, 
m ore to le ra n t  and  m ore c h a r ita b le  th a n  th ey  
wrere before, an d  i t  is a  g re a t  sa tis fac tio n  to ' 
us to  be on  very frien d ly  te rm s w ith  o u r 
R om an C atho lic  neighbours. We have been 
pleased  to  co-operate w ith  th em  in  w orks of 
c h a rity , also  in  defending th e  r ig h ts  of 
schools n o t supported  by th e  S tate .

If you  ask  a m an  of th e  m iddle-class w h at 
relig ious p ersuasion  he belongs to , a  very  
genera l answ er is :—I am  a  R epublican  an d  
th e re fo re  a  free -th in k er an d  profess no re- j 
lig ion  ! !

A reac tio n  in  fav o u r of re lig ion  h as  a lread y  
com m enced in  th e  sm all tow ns an d  r u ra l  
p o p u la tio n  of th e  n o r th  an d  cen tre  of P o r tu 
gal, w here re lig ious services an d  processions 
(p roh ib ited  in  th e  tow ns) a re  b e tte r  a tten d ed  
now th a n  th e y  w ere a few y ea rs  ago. T he_ 
p rice  of food a n d  a ll a r tic le s  has, we believe, 
r isen  m ore in  P o rtu g a l th a n  in  an y  o th e r  
co u n try  in  E urope, some tra d e rs  have am assed 
la rg e  fo rtu n es  in  p ap e r m oney, b u t th e  m a
jo r ity  of th e  m iddle class have  difficulty in  
prov id ing  th e  necessaries of life  an d  th e  poor 
a re  suffering  serious p riv a tio n s ; y e t no thw ith - 
s ta n d in g  th e  difficulties by w hich  we a re  
su rrounded , we have  a b u n d a n t reaso n  to  
p ra ise  th e  A lm igh ty  fo r th e  blessings vouch
sa fed  to  th e  L u s ita n ia n  C hurch  w hich h as  
increased  in  num bers, h as  received sy m p a th y  
som etim es from  th e  a u th o r itie s  an d  often  
from  th e  public .

The C hurch  and  School expenses have 
g re a tly  increased , y e t in  answ er to  p ra y e r  
God h a s  supplied  a ll  o u r needs, th e  m em bers 
have  increased  th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n s an d  n o t a  
week passes w ith o u t o u r receiv ing  some free 
w ill offerings ’en tire ly  spon taneous and  gene
ra lly  w ith o u t an y  so lic ita tio n  on  o u r p a r t. 
The M unic ipality  of G aia  an d  the, P a r ish  
B oar da have co n trib u ted  to  o u r  School a n d - -  
P oor F u n d s an d  we a re  g ra te fu l fo r th e  help  
given a n d  goodwill shown. M atins an d  th e  
ce leb ra tio n  of th e  E u c h a ris t  on S unday  m o rn 
ings a re  alw ays well a tten d ed , also genera lly  
V espers in  th e  evening, b u t n o t so w ell in  th e  
aftern o o n . Special L ec tu res on B iblical o r 
in s tru c tiv e  sub jec ts a lw ays w ith  a  relig ious 
tone h av e  f req u e n tly  been held  an d  often  
crow ded to  excess, n o t on ly  by  th e  low er 
classes b u t  by m en of position . P ub lic  ser
vices have been held  in  th e  cem eteries, th e  
on ly  p lace w here open-air services a re  a l
lowed, on  All S a in ts’ D ay an d  o th e r  su it
ab le  occasions, a lw ays well a tten d ed  by 
R om an C atholics an d  o thers, a l l  bare-headed, 
even P rie sts  being p re sen t a t  a  respec tab le  
d istance  from  th e  p reach er.

Last, y e a r  on  tw o occasions th e re  w as a  
ce leb ra tio n  of th e  H oly E u c h a ris t  an d  a 
M em orial Service in  com m em oration  of those 
who fell in  th e  G rea t W ar. These services 
were a tten d ed  by th e  Civil G overnor of th e  
D is tr ic t and  h is Staff, R epresen ta tives of th e  
.Municipal C orporation , P a r ish  Boards, also  a  
group  of Officers rep re sen tin g  severa l reg i
m ents. th e  C om m anders of th e  F ire  B rigade 
an d  of th e  Police, g roups of S ubalterns, &c.<£c., 
a l l  cam e to  show th e ir  respect- fo r th e  de
p a rted . and  th e ir  sym pa thy  w ith th e  Lusi
ta n ia n  C hurch. The C hurch  w as crowded, 
every se a t occupied, an d  m an y  stan d in g  in  th e  
a i si es.   — , «-—  ——'— 1 -------
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The School of th e  L u sitan ian  C hurch are  
a lw ays fu ll and  a re  p a tro n ised  by m any  
sincere Rom n ists because th ey  know th a t  
th e ir  c h ild n  i a r e . ta u g h t  to  honour th e ir  
p a re n ts  an d  o  fe a r  and  love God, and  th a t  
C atho lic  t r u  1 is incu lca ted  by th e  exam ple 
oK th e  Sair s who preceded us, care fu lly  
avoiding a ll controversy . Several ex-Roman 
C atholic P ri ?ts, who m arried  in  th e  Lusi
ta n ia n  C hur t, an d  le f t Rome for conscien
tio u s m otive seek to  he ad m itted  in to  the 
m in istry  of t e L u sitan ian  C hurch th ey  don’t  
ask  fo r forei n sup p o rt, h u t w ill not jo in  us 
u n til  o u r C a^io lic  o rg an isa tio n  he com pleted 
by th e  conse a tio n  of a native-born  Bishop.

We endeav  ir  to  live a t  peace w ith a ll men 
an d  never a em pt to  m ake proselyte3 am ong 
th e  m em bers f o th e r  b ranches of th e  C atholic 
C hurch, b u t o those  w ho have been excom
m u nicated  b Rome, o r who a re  u n ab le  to  
accep t th e  n law fu l te rm s of com m union 
im posed by t a t  C hurch, an d  who seek us, we 
o u g h t not- to  efuse th e  help  an d  priv ileges we 
a r e  able  to  ve.

G roups of C atholics in  various p a r ts  of 
P o rtu g a l, an one la rg e  p a rish  of well-to-do 
fa rm ers , beg Jd us to  send th em  a  P rie s t of 
th e  L u sitan ii C hurcli to  p reach  an d  adm in is
te r  th e  Sacr: nen ts in  th e  v u lg ar tongue, b u t 

had  ™  to  send, so th is  o p p o rtu n itywe h ad  no 
w as lost.

T here  a re  fcven  congregations of th e  L usi
ta n ia n  C hurch in  th e  N orth  of P o rtu g a l, 
com prising  five o rgan ised  churches an d  two 
M issions. H ere th e  L u sitan ian  C hurch holds 
fo u r n e a t  a n d  su b s ta n tia l ch u rch  edifices, two 
of th em  w ith  b e a u tifu l sta ined-glass windows, 
tw o parsonages, fo u r p a ro ch ia l h a lls , th ree  
la rg e  schoolhouses w ith  a  g rea t m an y  class
room s. Two of th ese  C hurches a re  endowed 
w ith  a sufficient sum  to  p ay  th e  m odest 
P tipend of a  ch ief p as to r.

In  th e  South of P o rtu g a l also th e re  a re  
seven congregations, fo u r o rgan ised  an d  th ree  
Missions. H ere th e  L u sitan ian  C hurch pos- 
leesee th e  large  ch u rch  and  o th e r  v a lu ab le
p ro p e rty  know n as th e  Convent of th e  ex 
M arianos C arm elitas, also two o th e r  ch u rch  
edifices.

No advance on a n  extensive scale is possible 
u n til we h a t a t  leas t one native-born  Bishop, 
and , fo r th< sake of econom y and efficiency, 
we ough t to  tiave two, one in  th e  N orth , an d  
one in  th e  S u th  of P o rtu g a l.

We believe th a t  m ost of the  P rie s ts  of th e  
L u sitan ian  h u rch  a re  doing a  good work, 
and  we kn< r t h a t  severa l of th e  congrega
tions h av e  creased  in  n um bers and  in  th e  
am o u n ts  co ected.

The Rev. Jose P e re ira  M artins, P riest-in- 
C harge of t l  ch u rch  in  S e tu b a l,is  m ost active, 
h e  no t only is M inister an d  S choolm aster of 
th e  grow ing chu rch  an d  school, b u t also th e  
P a sto r  of tv  M issions in  neighbouring  tow ns. 
There, unfo u n a te ly , th e  congregation  m eets 
in  a  p riv a t house w hich th e  m in iste r has 
tr ie d  to  fu  lish  and  m ake to  look like a  
chu rch , h u t th is  is im possible, as th e  b u ild 
ing  is too s' a ll an d  n o t a t  a l l  su itab le . The 
congregatio rP  h a s  s ta r te d  a  bu ild ing  fund , 
b u t as th e  cost of b u ild ing  h a s  so very  m uch 
increased  in  P o rtu g a l i t  is still ab o u t £350 
sh o rt of th e  req u ired  am oun t. The w rite r  of 
th is  p a p e r will w illing ly  give £50 if o thers 
w ill give o r co llect th e  rem ain in g  £300 re 
quired .

We m uch  re g re t we a re  n o t ab le  to  give 
,a t p re se n t th e  s ta tis tic s  fo r th e  p a s t  y ear, ex
cep t of th e  tw o churches a t  G aia u n d er ou r 
.care.

D uring  th e  p a s t y e a r  th ir ty -e ig h t fresh  
m em bers w ere reg iste red  in  th ese  two 
churches: six died, and  n ine  em ig ra ted , 
leavtnrr £50 a d u lt  co n tr ib u tin g  m em bers, no t 
reckoning  a n y  ch ild ren , except those  who 
have been ad m itted  to  Holy C om m union; also 
170 co n tr ib u to rs  to  th e  School an d  Poor F und  
to ta l  620 co n tr ib u tin g  m em bers, n e a r ly  a ll 
adu lts.
The m embe h of these tw o congrega

tions gave or collected for th e  Poor
$3,42L62TFund... 

F o r Mission to  th e  H eathen  in  C hina,
to  supporl the Rev. A rchdeacon Ku- 
ho-lin  in  7. C hina, also in  P o rtu 
guese Afr >a .................................  1,250.15

C ontribu tio i to  th e  P a ro ch ia l Fund... 3,293.07 
C ontribu tio i i to th e  School F un d  ... 8,916.25 

$16,881.09
The WHOI 3 CONTRIBUTED LOCALLY (a 
proof i t  is ot of fo reign  o rig in ), w hich a t  a  
norm al exc m g e 'o f  $5 escudos to  th e  pound 
equ a ls  £3,3' 4s. 4d., h u t a t  th e  present- dis
a s tro u s  exc ange is w orth  h e re  less th a n  a 

/q u a r te r  of le  above, y e t even so is a  la rg e  
sum  to be m trib u ted  by a  C hurch composed 
a lm o st en t ely of th e  lab o u rin g  class and  
com m ercial clerks.

We p ra ise  God for H is g re a t m ercies and  
blessings p a s t and  t r u s t  His g race  for m ore.

DIOGO CASSELS,
Priest-in -C harge of th e  C hurches of St. 

J u a n  E vang e lis ta  an d  Salvador do 
Mundo, G aia, P o rtu g a l.

PROGRESS OF THE LUSII^IAN CH

From  the Rev. Diogo ( ■ s e ls ,  priest tv 
charge of St. Ju a n  E v a^ B lis ta  and St. 
Salvador do Mundo. Gaia, some interr-u 
ing p a rticu la rs  of the g ro iB i of the L usi
tan ia n  Church. ” G ro u p s■  Catholic-* ib 
v a r io u s m a r ts  of Po rtugal H n d  one Jars* 
parish  of well-to-do fa rm er^H iav e  begged -i* 
to  send them  a  p riest c fH h e  Loaitaaiaa  
C hurch to preach and a d m H s te r  ihe  Sarra- 
m ents in the  vu lgar t-onguiB jut we had bo 
one to send; so th is  oppo-rH iity  wa* loti."  
T here a re  a ltoge ther fo u rt^ B  congrefratK 
of th e  L u sitan ian  C hurch, H t  “ no advance 
on an extensive scale is p o ssH e  un til we have 
a t least one native-born B i-H p ; and. j. 
sake of economy and efficitH y, we ought t« 
have two—one in  th e  N orth  and one in  
South of P o rtu g a l.” In  Setuhal the  etna-ro
gation  m eets in  a- p riv a te  house, and La.« 
sta rted  a  bu ild ing  fund which is s till hoot 
£ 3 5 0  short. Mr. Gassels him self is w .k .ng  
to  give £ 5 0  if th e  rem aining £3<*> - »r 
collected. “ The m ajority  of th e  m iddle 
class,” w rites Mr. Gassels? “ have diffb ih y  
in  providing th e  necessaries of life, and ’t e  
poor a re  suffering serious privatum.*.*’ < 
reaction  in  favour of re1igi« n has already <«bb 
m enced in the  sm all town- and rural p. y . 
lion of th e  N orth  and <\mirr- ef P -rta-al.


