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PAGNING,
' ‘Sgechwail,

9th November, 1925,

Dear Iriends,

We feel you will all want to have a short connected account
0f our dear Dishop's laat days on earth, and se I am beginning to write
while the nmemory eof them is still so fresh in our minds, lirs,
Cassels lies daugerously ill, and it is uncertain whether she can

survive the shogk, = It was exactly s fortmight ago (Uctaber 26) on

_ Monday evening that the Bisnhop férst began go Toel unwell, Needless
to say, he continued wt work as usual, and on Tueaday afternoon played a
game of tennls with kr, Bruce, hoping that this might help him to shake

- off what he thought to e a slight isdizposition. On Wednesday morning
he cornducted the missionary prayer meeting, giving an address on "Numberig
based on the reecords in Numbers and snowing how legitimate and important
is the recording of statistics in copneetion with the Lord's work, if the
dangers which caused sueh havoec in Duvid's time are avoided, and all-
‘glory is piven to Gid for progress mace, He told us of the ten thousand
baptized daring these 40 years, of tue 6000 edd econfirned, of the pastors,
catechigts, voluntary workers and the l40 foreigp missionarigs in the

diocese = and; finally, of the 5Y8 whom 't;f:%&':"ﬁatq ‘TecegEary ko :
excommunicate or suspend fraom the Lord's Table,  llis aﬁdtqi was a .
- £ ' YA 80, 8Q0n to liy down, and We all felt

e o . e % o b
One.dreamed that his work wgs nearly complete, and thatﬂmtm-r'&%-@"

he was to enter into the Presence of the Master Himsell =an : '
reward, . On the same day He had n severe rigor, and j-raguﬁf;i;zaﬁg
Very feverian, kost of us thought it was an attack of malaria, and he
began taking the usual reuedies, vi, Thursday lire, Cassels t00 had a
high temperature, and Friday was a bad day for both., =~  Then on .
Saturday the tdghop's teuperalure was much lower, and Ne attended to His
correspoadence: as usual, thowgh we all begged his to go to bed, He
had promised to preaeh in the Cathedral oxn Sunday norning, 4nd was very
apologetic that he was obliged to refuse to speak at some special
meetings in the Traiuing Collese on Saturday. but from Sunday onwards
it became eloar that the illness was Yery different from an erdinary
attack of malaria, and Ur. Lawrence became convinced that thev were
suffering from the same fever as oue of the Training College students,
who had already been laid up with a high temperature for some time.

In view of the infectious uature of the 1llpess most of us were forbidden
to enter the room, but Miss Decks underteok the night marsing, and of
course my wife was constantly attending to their needs, The Bishop
was constaptly tulking and t}linkiug ol others, and gi‘rin directious in
-regard to Bome of ndis letters. t was a great relier to him that the
Archdeaeccn was soon returning, and that his letters gave evideuce that
Gad had beer hearing the Bishop's almest hourly pravera for him,

When we heard that lir., Ku was expected on Thursday, the Sighop sent the
office-boy acruss the river with his card to welcome him back, and to -

explain how sorry he was that he c¢ould not come in person,
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It was on Thursday qﬁran-ing that a messenger was fiunally sent
to ask Dr. lLechler t¢ come from iienchun to corsult with the doetors here.
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A telegram to the same effect was sent to HMienchow to be forwarded. or
¢ourse this made us realise how seriously the doctors regarded the
illness, but personally I was anticipating that the disease wonld.
£radually relax its grip after, perhmps, some wesks of fever,
Qartnin]ly on Friday morning no one drmaﬁ that the end was riear, though
the Bishep remarked to my wife that, thoush the temperature was a little
lower, he did rot feel s0 Wwell as on the previous day. It was a very
trying day for him, and he bad mere than one nevere rigor in the after-
noon, Ubviously his heart was in a peor'condition, and the doctors
décided to remain over Mere all atght. . Iy 1,30, mhen my wiTe and I
‘Were called up, the temperature had gone down 1o 97,4, =nd the doctors
«feared collapse. - We went 1uto lhe roomy and he vecopnised us at _
- oncey and told us that we ought to be in bedy ~Almost immediately he
asked arter Mdr, Taig, the Traipning College student, and wue glad to know
that he was o little baetter. But we were shocked to flud {hat his
hands were already very celd. Hrouw that time begaw the Tiuul Tight
for his lifes . Mr. and Mrs., Brute Had been sent for, and tremendous
afforts were made by all, wiile I aud othiers spent wGost oi Lae time in
.prayer, | ‘The temperature run down rapldly o 95.4; aud my wife did
all she gould 1o prepare Mrz, Qusveis fur what was to code, Eut she
Nad Desd wandering a godd deal durine the day, and in ihe evening had had
& sleeping-draught, 50 she eould nol rouse herself sufficiently to
‘realise the position, though she and tue Bishep did manage 10 exechange a

word or two, - He was Yery grateiul for u meswage which I.dslivered
“te him from Mr. FParsous (Psallm 33/21,22) and alse for eilen cemforting
promises whieh I ‘quoted to udime . Bradually he seemed 0 et warmer,
‘his temperatiirs rose a 1ittle, snd afterw & O0Tclock we Lepan to -hope that
/the crisis wap over, - But a féw minutes befére 5 a.m. his breathing :
became difficult, and he did uet speak agsain., . It was almost & o'clock

. exaetly when ha passed inte the Presence of the Lord.
Latler, hove L1th,

i 1 candot tell. jow of Liow the riews wes broken o lrs, :
Cassels, - Gradually during the next twe days she realised hexr ldss,
and siuce then, a8 she has been bble -te bear it, we have sung and
Prayed with her, and on the wholeg she nas been wonderfully Susiairned,

.and has domet imes been 4ble to %21l us her wishes in regard to various
- people, As far ag we ean judege, hey life 18 gradually ebbing away,
‘and we are almost hourly expecting the exd, :

s : - The arghdescon finally arrived on Friday afterncon, and sent
& mesgaze to: say that he wonld come round the following morning. of
@ourse we sent for-bim.as soon a9 tiie Bighop had passed avway, and he and
Other (hriness Christiane came aiong immediately. Their grief was very
“real and touchlvgs The Churchwarden, Mr. Shang, Hag zllowed his own
eoffin 10 Ve used, aud the Zishop was @ressed in his robes and laid in"™
the coffin about L pim. on Bainzday. ~  We had a short service conducted
by the Archideacocn. At the earneat request of the Chinese, 'tha_ :
“funeral has been vostponed till Bisliop Mowll can arrive, so the date can
not be absolutely fixed, Meanwhile the coffin has been placed in the
upper ™ 'iug" of the Bishop's house, ‘The Sunday aervicaf wefe very
“impressive, the sermens beirny preached by twe of the Bishop's oldest
friends = My, Ky and lr, Parsons, But most. im\prtsaive;ef all --jra.:htha
‘service on Sunday evening in the courtyard of the Bishop's housse, h:“ _
after hymusinging, the Archdeacon gave a noble address, confessing his
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comparative c0ldness during the last few years, and telling how nearly
he had resigned Irom the work, = Mg gave us all the details of his ,
Bourney to Chungking, and told us haw the Bishop's lettera, the Bighop's
prayers, and above all the Bishep's faith in hin, Praying and Pleading
with him, but never aoting or speaking in any overbearing, impatient, or
dietatorial Way, had drawn him baek 0 Paoning, He was returning, he
said, full of new zeal, encouraged by what he had seen and heard in
several of the stations whigh he had vigiteq, hoping to work more _
earnestly and wioleheart edly w-i'_t-h-ths”liiaﬁap, that God might be £lorifiegd
and that he {ir, Su) might as it were begin to repay the debt which he
owes to the Bighop, He coneluded Ly urging ue all to consserate CUT=
Selves to the Lord for the Carrying on and completion of the work which
the Hishop has laiqg down, o8t of us broke down altogether, and I
trust wany did dedfcate themselves to the .ora for liis service,

by Ov, latn -

: Mra, 'daﬂ-aela lingers on, but We dare not say there ins real
hope of her recovery, Please contimae in Praver, thatl qu'u Will may
be done in her case, €T3

¥ HUUGHT G,



