
A U G U S T  12, 1915.
THE LUSITANIAN CHURCH,

CATHOLIC, APOSTOLIC, EVANGELICAL
(OPPORTUNITIES OF EXTENSION),

Is E P ISC O P A L , e s se n tia lly  N A T IO N A L , tru ly  C A TH O L IC  and  
A PO ST O LIC , rea lly  in d ep en d en t o f R om e or of a n y  other foreign  
authority , and on ly  w ith  th ese  fea tu res in d isp en sa b le  to a tru ly  
E V A N G E L IG A L  IN D E P E N D E N T  and N A T IO N A L  Church h as sh e  

any right to e x is t .

ON th e  4th July  Gaya had a visit from the Rev. 
Padre Jose do Nascimento Neves, P rio r of the  
parish of St. Bartholomew, township of Lourinha. 

d is tric t of Lisbon (where we had th e  pleasure of 
preaching to  a crowded congregation on Ascension Day 
three years ago), Padie Nascimento attended th e

! « celebration of the  E ucharist a t  the Church of St. John  
the Evangelist, and, after the reading of th e  Gospel of 
the day, preached to  a full congregation on the 
M iraculous D raught of Pishes. In  th e  afternoon he 

reached an eloquent sermon on the Christian, F aith  as 
ased upon pure Evangelical doctrine, which was 

eagerly listened to by a large and atten tive congregation. 
In  the  evening he addressed the  congregation of the

Church of the Good Shepherd. Gaya, on the difficulties 
and persecutions which a Christian m ust expect to 
encounter in thia life, .and the  joy and peace to  be 
found only in  Jesus. After Evensong he spent the  
remainder of the night a t the  Rev. A. B. Cassel’s 
residence.

A t both churches he was congratulated by a great 
many of the  members of the  congregations, who 
thanked him  for his visit, a ’so for his encouraging and 
heli ful sei mons.

Padre Nascimcnto was also invited to  speak at the  
Y.M.C.A. a t Oporto on Ju ly  6th, h u t he was unable to 
stay away any longer from his own parish.

I t  is now more than  four years since th is P riest left 
the Roman Communion, and any one who has not been 
brought up in  th e  Papal Church canTVave no idea of 
the many difficulties, threats and im pediments placed 
in the  way of th e  Clergy whb contem plate th is  step 
in a Roman Catholic country ; nevertheless, Padre 
Nascimento, w ith superhuman courage, resisted the  
persecutions, and not only protested against the abuses 
and innovations of modern Rome, but was followed 
by the great m ajority of his parishioners 593 souls), 
and formed a socicte de cu’ie called “ Egreja Catholica, 
Apostolica, L usitana,” and obtained th e  sanction of 
the Government to continue to  bold the  Parish Church 
where li8 preaches every Sunday and Saint’s Day.

A t first he was entirely isolated, but now bis j atience
. has been rewarded, and the parishioners of Roguengo 

Grande (population 1,221;,of thetow nsh ipo f Lourinha, 
have also seceded from Borne, c laim ed  possession of 
the Parish Church, and have elected a P riest, who has 
a stipend from the  Government of 30 escudos per 
m onth, as th e ir pastor.

The parishioners of Aguas Frias, a large country 
parish  of well-to-do fanners, near the town of Chaves, 
asked.if the Lusitapian Church could send them  a 
m arried priest, independent of Rome, for th e ir pastor, 
hut the opportunity was lost, as we had no one to  send.

A zealous m inister of the L usitm ian  Church a t  
Set.ubal has lately w ritten in glowing term s concerning 
th e  Rev. Gil Formo3iuho, ex-Roman Catholic P rh s t ,  
inarr.ed, bu t who m aintains his position as Chaplain 
and Treasurer Of the im portant Hospitals and Asylums 
o? the city of Evora, where he is m uch respected, and 
who seeks to  identify himself with an essentially 
National Church independent of Rome or any o ther 
foreign au thority , and does not ask for any remunera
tion.

Several of the parochial Roman Catholic Clergy, 
whose names I  am not a t liberty a t p resent to  disclose, 
have spoken or w ritten to  me aud to Padre Nascimento 
making inquiries as to th e  possibility of th e ir joining 
us w ith all their parishioners, Parish  Councils, and 
church buildings, and have expressed a desire to  use 
our-Liturgy and formulae..

The Lusitanian Church, Catholic, Apostolic, Evan- 
gelical, is in a unique position. According to  her 
L iturgy, Constitution, and General Basis, she is truly 
Catholic, sincerely Evangelical, and essentially a 
National Church, really independent of Rome or any 
o ther foreign authority , bu t her Apostolic organisation 
needs to be completed by the consecration of a native- 
born Bishop, which is indispensable for the develop
m ent and enlargem ent of a Church essentially Catholic 
and National.

All friends of Catholic reform in Portugal m ust 
earnestly pray th a t the Ir ish  Bishops may be able to 
find some way to  help the  Lusitanian Church to  com
plete her organisation, and to  rise th u s  to  the  unique 
opportunity now lying before her, o r, a t least, th a t 
some definite answer may. be given to  the Memorial 
unanimously voted by our Perm anent Committee on 
February 19th, 1911.

If, unfortunately, they should be unable to comply 
with onr petition, the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
P rim ate of the vast Anglican Communion, in October, 
1912, authorised us to  inform our colleagues th a t if the 
Lusitanian Chui ch should send him a memorial praying 
for th e  consecration of a National Bishop, the  memorial 
would be received with great in terest and sympathy, 
and th a t  if the  Bishops convinced themselves th a t  the 
reform movement in  Portugal was spontaneous and 
free, not of foreign origin, then we m ight he certain 
th a t  they would be encouraged, not only to  show tb tfr  
sympathy, bu t also to  help u s in any way consistent with 
our honour as a national independent Church, and th a t 
the memorial could he sent to  him (the Archbishop) 
as soon os we w ished; b u t i t  was necessary th a t the 
initiative should come from the Lusitanian Church.

W hen Dr. Knight, Bishop of G ibraltar, visited 
Oporto in the  early Spring of 1913, six Priests of the 
Lusitanian Church railed upon him, and he then told 
us he had seen his Grace the Archbishop of Canter
bury ju s t before he left London, and he repeated to  us 
exactly what the Archbishop had so graciously said to 
us in October, 1912.

Two Old Catholic Bishops of Holland and Switzer
land kindly wrote and said to  u s .—“ I t  is with pro
found satisfaction th a t I  have read th e  hooks (Liturgy, 
C onstitution, General Basis, Canons, &c.) which you sent 
me, and I  do not find in them  anything at all which is not 
also taught by our Church. I am glad to  take know
ledge of, and much adm ire the  excellent order esta
blished in  the  internal and external adm inistration of 
your Church. . . . ” “ We hold th e  faith  of the 
undivided Church, and we are as far removed as you 
are from any superstitious veneration of images.'* 
These Bishops have expressed their sym pathy w ith the 
Lusitanian Church and their readiness to  give us any 
Episcopal help in th e ir power if asked to  do so.

I  don’t  expect to  see a Bishop consecrated for the 
Lusitanian Church while I  am in the flesh, hu t I  
earnestly pray God th a t I  may be privileged to  see 
the  way prepared for the consolidation of the Lusitanian 
Church before I  am called to  m eet my Saviour.

I  have very great reason to thank Almighty God for 
the  health, strength, and energy He has given me in 
my old age. 1 tru st I  oan siccerely say that I  seek 
neither rest, nor pecuniary rem uneration, nor honour.
I esteem it a privilege to  have encountered difficulties 
and persecution for righteousness’ sake, hut I  confess 
I  am much grieved nt the unkind and u n ju st wrty my 
©oiteagwe. Augusto Nogueirh, and the congregations

of St. Juan  Evangelista and Salvador do Mundo have 
been trea ted  in not allowing us to  have a C oadjutor of 
our own choice, and a t our own expense, or th a t  of the 
congregation, and th is is m ost damaging to  the  work 
of God and 5ery prejudicial to  the  spiritual state of 
the congregations under our care, as i t  is impossible for 
us, notw ithstanding our le s t  endeavours, to  properly 
perform all our duties as pastor of two Churches, 
adm inister the  Sacraments, preside a t all the  services, 
visit now nearly 200 registered communicants, daily 
teach in and superintend schools attended by 360 
scholars, and edit the Eg. eja Lusitana, th e  only Evan
gelical paper which has been regularly published, in  
Portugal during twenty-two years.

In  September, 1899, Augusto Nogfteira, who was then  
acting as teacher of the school connected w ith th is  
Church, suddenly left his pest and re tired  to  h is native 
parish, far from th is town. Very soon afte r th is  a 
terrible accident occurred a t his house—his fa th e r was 
killed, his m other died, and A. Nogueira broke his leg 

1 and was laid up lor more than  two years. He con- 
' sidered th is  a judgm ent from heaven, so th e  first tim e 
j he was able to travel he tam e to  Gaya, confessed his
! fault, aud asked forgiveness.

Having coine into the possession of a little  property, 
as soon as he heard th a t Dr. H arden was holding 

t theological classes here, he begged leave to  attend  the 
lectures a t his own expense and without the  rem unera
tion which the o ther students received. Dr. H arden 
said as Nogueira was an educated m in  it  would be 
quite sufficient if he attended  the theological lectures 

, for a few m onths before he left P o rtuga’, but th a t th is  
m ust depend on instructions he m ight receive from the
London Committee.

I Before Dr. H aiden left th is country A. Nogueira 
applied a second time, and Dr. Harden wrote to us 
saying he had received instructions from  London that in  
no case whatever would A . Nogueira or any otrur student 
fro m  a Homan Catholic seminary be ordained in  the 
Lusitanian  Church."

F or a t least twelve years A. Nogueira has given a good 
testim ony, and his earnest, consistent C hristian life 
aud character have never been questioned.

He lias several tim es been recommended by the 
Parochial Council of th is Church for O rdination; 
34d communicants and adherents of th is congiegation 
petitioned the bynod on two occasions th a t  he m ight be 
appointed our Coadjutor.

On the 26th o f January, 1910, Augusto Nogueira, an 
educated man with the  full course of six years a t the 
Lyceum of Oporto, and th ree  years a t the Roman 

I Catholic .'Seminary of the Diocese of Oporto, and after 
’ years of tria l and undisputed good character, was duly 

licensed by the Synod a§ a  public preacher, and the 
m atter of his Ordination was referred to  the next 

, meeting of the Permaue -t Committee in th e  N orth  of
' ^Portugal. - -

A t « meeting o f the Permanent Committee 
N orth of Portugal on January  2vth, 1912, the Rev. 
Andrew B. Casoels proposed th a t A. Nogueira, who 
had given sufficient proof of his zeal and Christian 
character during the last eight years, should be recom
mended to  the Bishops for O rdination; all present spoke 
highly of Nogueira except one, who said he would not 
vote either way ; the President spoke in favour of the 
candidate, who, he said, had been tried  long enough, 
bu t he asked the Committee not to recommend A.

1 Nogueira then, as it m ight be in terpreted  as want of 
| respect to the Bishop of C logher; however, if tha 
! Committee liked to appoint him and the Rev. A. B. 

Cassels as a Sub-Comm it tee, they would do all in the ir 
power to  forward A. N ogueira’s case; so th is  was 
unanimously agreed to. cilice January, 1912, there has 

, been no meeting of the Perm anent Committee in th e  
j N orth  of Portugal, so we remain w ithout a Coadjutor,
| We are assure! th a t the great m ajority, perhaps th e  

total, of the Anglican a n l  Old Catholic Bishops do not 
approve of sending missionaries or instructions to  any 

j Christian country or to any National Church, because, 
supposing th a t there are superstitions to  abandon and
abuses to remove, th is  does not belong to  foreigners.

On 13th July, when th e  Rev. A. B. Cassels was 
returning home afte r a concert held in our Parochial 
Hall in which he very kindly took a m ost prom inent 
part, ho was thrown ou t of tho carriage he was 
driving u n i seriously in ju red ; SO, although we pray 
aud tru s t God th a t he may be able still to  d irect and 
counsel the large Church of O Ban Pastor under hia 
care, yet we fear he will for a very long time be dis
abled from taking any active part.

This serious accident is ne t oujy a great blow to the 
Church under his care, but also to the Churches of 8. 
Juan  Ev. ngelista and Salvador do Mundo, as the Rev. 
A. Cassels was an earnest and courageous defender of 
w hat he knew to  he ju s t and right, and he was always 
ready to give us his practical support.

The Churches of S. Ju an  Evangelista, Salvador do 
Mundo, and  Ban Pastor form a decided majority of 
the communicants and adherents, and a large m ajority 
of the scholars and contributors of the Lusitanian 
Church.

The clouds look black and storm y in some parts, but 
God works in a mysterious way His wonders to  per
form, so we tru s t  H is love, His power, His fa ith fu l
ness, and piay th a t in H is own good tim e ail things 
may work together for the independent and national 
character of the Lusitanian Church.

No foreign ju risd ic tion , “  oversight,'* or “ control ’• 
can ho allowed

Because i t  is contrary to  our General Basis and 
Liturgy.

Because i t  is contrary to  the invariable use and 
practice for th irty  years afte r our organisation in 1889.

Because it is contrary to  the laws of Portugal, which 
it is our duty to obey.

Because it is against the wishes of the great m ajority  
of the lay members of our Communion and the whole 
of public opinion in Portugal.

Because it entirely prevents the progress and exten
sion of an independent National Church, also prevents 
P riests who have left the Church of Rome fo r con
scientious reasons, and whole congregations who are 
asking for a m arried Clergy and a vernacular L iturgy, 
&.C., from joining us.

Foreign “ oversight" and “ control," even when 
exercised, as in the present case, with th e  best inten
tions, is more pie judicial to  development and enlarge- 
me .t of an independent and essentially a N ational 
Church than  the withdrawal of any pecuniary aid.

DIO GO CASSELS, Priest-in-Charge of the 
Church-of S'. Juan  Evangelista, also o l 
th e  Church of Salvador do Mundo.

tiayft, 30th July, 19i£.


